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-2roIJ.inent is that fewer Notre Dame undergaduate8 are entering the ccn—
bination programs. This, in turn, is the result of the higher standards
2 and of the harder
which have been in effect for the last three years
work which the higher standards necessitate. In short, the higher standards have acted as an automatic selector, as was anticipated. In conse
querice, the perfonaance of the combination students has gone up as their
ninber has gone down, as the following table shows.

Xr

Niznber of Canbi-.
nation Students
:i &itering Class

1955—56

%

Ocanpieting
Year
SuccessfuIy

38

64
2L
16

1953—54

1954—55

Nimiber Canpleting Year
5uccessfuily

59.4

71.4
81.25

15
23

year s beginning
In addition, of the 10 ranking students in last t
class, based on perfomnance for the full year, three were ccabination
students • In contrast , not one of the U Notre Dame degree students
achieved this distinction.
New applications for 1956—57 are running slightly ahead of last
year: 171 against 165, as of August 15. Last years experience mdi
cates that the ntiber of beginning students who register in September
is slightly less than 4C of the nnnber applying for admission • This is,
however, a slender basis for prediction.
The source and status of the applications for admission in Septem
her are shown in the following table.
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Applications fp

Net
Accepted

Rejected or
Withdra

Pen4in

32
17

6

1

25
17

118

4.9
1

7

62

Total
applications
Notre Dame Students
With degree
Ccnbination
Non-ND Students
With degree
Veterane*

171
*Only three years of college work

3•g

107

.3

—

Of the total applications for adniiseion in September, 71.3% are
fran non-Notre Dame men, that is, students who have an undergraduate
degree frxi an educational institution other than Notre Dane. This
continues the trend which has been apparent for several years, as the
foilowing table shows.
Non-Notre Dame Men inEntering Cla5s

4Pc
1953
1954
1955

20
214.

33

18

36.5
56.5

This trend, as I said last year, is a salutary one. An increase in the
number of non-Notre Dame men is desirable because it gives us a broader
base. A student body is enriched by representation from many institutions
of higher learning across the country. Furthermore, as the nuniber of
students fraa other coileges and universities rises, so will the incentive
for outstanding Notre D8ne men to study law in the Notre Dame Law School.
In contrast to the rising nimiber of non—Notre Dame men, the table
on page 1 shows that the number of Notre Dame degree men has been
declining. A reversal of this latter trend may be in the making. We
have on hand 25 accepted applications from men with an undergraduate de
gree frctn Notre Dame • Of these , five were graduated rnagna cum laude;
five cuin laude. Present indications, therefore, are that both the nim
ber and the quality of Notre Dame degree men entering in September will
surpass last year.
Our total enrollment in September this year wiil be down substantially fran last September. 1 do not think we can count on more than approx
imately 145. The nimiber in each class in Septnber 1954 and 1955, and
the estimated nugaber in each class in Septnber 1956 follow:
let yqa

1954
1955
1956

72
62
60-70

ye

68
46
38

y
61

59
l3

201
167
141-151

The population experts assert that the year 1958 will see the
beginning of a sharp upswing in the number of students graduated annually
fran the nations colleges. A corresponding increase is expected in
the rnmber of students entering the law schools of the country. We will
en.
get our share of this increasing number of law

Recruitment

God helps those who help themselves; and we do not intend to rely

on the anticipated increase in the country’s law—school population, a1though we necessarily will benefit from it, Our recruitment program
wiil be further intensified next year, both on and off campus.
I am planning a aeries of lectures for Notre Dame pre-.law students
to acquaint them with various aspects of the legal profession, its tra—
ditions and ideals and its role in a democratic society. For this
purpose I expect to call upon outstanding judges and practitioners as
well as mnbers of our faculty.
The final lecture of the series I plan to give myself and, on that
occasion, will answer fully and frankly, to the best of my ability, any
and all questions concerning the legal profession and preparation for it.
3: held two question—and—answer meetings of this sort last spring, as I
have done each year since caning to Notre Dame.
In 1955-56 our third-year students, the men who were graduated in
Jime, did a first—rate job of presenting to Notre Dame undergraduates
the advantages of the Notre Dame Law School. They presented a program
via the student radio station, WNDU; organized a campus-wide meeting
of pre-law students at which several of the class leaders spoke; and
subsequently held question-and-answer meetings in two of the senior
residence hails. These activities were climaxed by a smoker in the
Student Lounge in the Law Building, to which all pro-law students were
invited.
I am confident our students will be equally active in 1956-57.
Beginning last fail, recruitment visits were made to 16 colleges
and imiversities, as shown by the table on the following page.
As the table shows, active assistance (and very effective assistance,
I am confident ) was rendered by Judge Desmond, a member of our Advisory
Council; by Mr. Joseph F. Deeb, a fanner president of the Ncitre Dame Law
Association; by Messrs. Roger P. Brennan and John J. Locher, Jr., directors
of the Notre Dame Law Association; and by Messrs • George W. Vander Vennet
and William B. Lawless, members af the Notre Dame Law Association. With
the exception of Judge Desmond, each of these men spent a full day, in
the cctnpany of a member of our faculty, at one of the institutions visited.
Judge Desmond spent two full days, one at Canisius College and the other
at Niagara University.

-.5-.

Niine of
Institution

Location

Visited I:y

Aquinas College

Grand Rapids, Mich.

0 Dean Broderick and
Asst
Mr Joseph F. Deeb of
0
Grand Rapids , a former
president of the Notre
Dame Law Association

Canisius College

Buffalo, New York

Asst. Dean Droderick and
Judge Charles S. Desmond
of the New York Court of
Appeals, a member of the
Advisory Council

College of
0 Thomas
St

St. Paul, Minn.

Dean t
O
M
eara

Fairfield University

Fairfield, Conn.

Professor Kdilonberg

lona College

New Rochelle, N. Y.

Professor Kellenberg

John Carroil
University

Cleveland, Ohio

Professor Barrett and
Mr Roger P
0
0 Brennan
of Cleveland, a director
of the Notre Dame Law
Association

Loras College

Dubuque, Iowa

Dean Q
Meara and Mr.
t
John J. Lecher
9 Jr,
9 of
Cedar Rapids, a
director of the Notre
Dame Law Association

Niagara University

Niagara Fails, N.Y.

Asst. Dean Broderick and
Jttdge Charles S. Desmond
of the New York Court of
Appeals a member of the
Advisory Council

Rockhurst CQiloge

Kansas City, Mo.

Professor Ward

St. Ambrose College

Davenport, Iowa

Dean
and Mr.
George W. Vander Vennet
of Davenport, a
member of the Notre Dame
Law Association

St. Benediotta
College

Atchison, Kansas

Professor Ward

St • Bonaventure

St. Bonaventure, N.Y. Asat. Dean Broderick and
0 Wiiliaxn B, Lawless of
Mr
Buffalo, a member of the
Notre Dame Law Association

St. Johnts
University

Collegeville, Minn.

Dean t
O
M
eara

St. Joseph’s College

Collegeville, md.

Professor Keilenberg

Jersey City, N. J.

Professor Kellenberg

Cincinnati, Ohio

Dean t
O
M
eara

‘St. Peterts Coiloge
Xavier University

—6—
This coming year I hope to further expand the rnmiber of
schools visited.
As in the past, every Catholic college and university and every
active Newman Club chaplain wiil be circularized at least twice. In
addition an effort will be made to estib1ish 1i.ison with a faculty
9
ineniber, friendly to the Notro Darxie Law School, in educational institutions
not under Catholic auspices . This is in line with a suggestion by Justice
Walter V. Schaefer of the Supreme Court of Illinois, a member of our
Advisory Council. He felt, and I agree, that such contacts in leading
educational institutions can be most helpful to us. Contacts have a].
ready been established at the University of Chicago and at Princeton.
Last spring Father John J. Cavanaugh, 0.3.0., suggested the desir
ability of an attractive brochure designed to acquaint prospective law
students and pro-law advisers with the distinctive features and advantages
of the Notre Dame Law School. There IQ real need for a brochure of this
sort, and I hope to have one ready in the near future.
The recruitment program is not desiied merely to enlarge the
student body. It seeks also, and primarily, to attract students of ex
ceptional talent • This is most important because , as I have said more
than once, no law school can become great or continue groat without a
topnotch student body, The finest faculty ever assembled will produce
indifferent results if the students are mediocre • The best of faculties
needs the stimulation of keen, alerb, diligent students. And the student
body needs stimulation from its own ranks as woil as from its instructors.
In a great law school the faculty and the students are constantly infect—
1mg one another with enthusiasm and zeal.

This is why a student who has a really first-rate college record
and a good score on the Law School Admission Test can obtain a scholar—
ship at any of the country’s leading law schools. The chances are,
indeed, that he will not have to ask for a scholarship; he is apt to
be sought out and offered a scholarship, snetiines by several institutions.
As Justice Schaefer has said, outstanding pro-law students are sought
after almost as eagerly as yoing athletes
When I caine to Notre Dame there was not a single dollar of scholar—
ship money available. Under the leadership of Mr. Clarence J. Donovan,
when ho was president in 1953—54, the Notre Dame Law Association tndertook
to correct this unhappy situation. It inaugurated a scholarship program
designed, when in full operation, to supply the funds necessary for 30
full—tuition scholarships a year. This project has moved ahead steadily,
and is gathering speed and momentum under the inspired leadership of Mr.
Norman J. Barry of Chicago, now serving his second tonn as president of
the Association. Our gratitude is due also for the loyal and effective
work of the National Scholarship Chai.nnan, Mr. Frank J. McCarthy of
Wa5hingtc21, 0 • C . , a member of the Advisory Council.

.7.In addition to the funds thus made available by the Notre Dame
Law Association, a number of named scholarships have been established.
They are described as foilows in our Bulletin:
FOwided by
The JQhfl_J .CavanaugIjLaw Scholarphip
Rev. Theodore M. Hesburgh, C .S.C . , President of The Uni—
versity of Notre Dame, in honor of his predecessor, Rev.
John . Cavanaugh, C • S .C • The University awards annually
two 3-year tuition scholarships for study in the Notre Dane
Law School, one to a graduating senior in the Univorsitye
Cofloge of Arts and Letters and the other to a graduating
senior in the College of Cozrnerce. These awards are inado
only to students who have demonstrated oxóepticnal scholastic
ability.
--

Estab—
TheCharloaF . WilliamsLawScholarshipB
F.
of
Charles
lished in Jane of 1954 under the will
Associate
the
of
Williams of Cincinnati, Ohio, a manbor
Board of Lay Trustees from 1948 until his death in Septem
ber of 1952. The income from $50,000 will be awarded an—
nuafly, in amounts to be dotexnined from time to time, to
students of unusual promise .
—

irjWuzr acUouis .
TQ .
in I4ay of 1954 by relatives and
Established
4p
and Louis C. Wrzer, ‘96.
friends of F. Henry Wurzer,
The stipend is $1, 500, which may be awarded to ie outstanding student or divided among several.
--

Establishe4 by a
TheJohn
friend in February of 1955 in honor of the late John
M. Touhy of the Appeilate Court of Illinois. The stipend
is *1, 500 annually, which may be awarded to one stuient
of outstanding ability or divided among several.
--

Established
Th_e Andrew A.Heilmuth Ii Scholarshi,
in April of 1955 by Paul F. Hellututh, ‘40, a member of
the Advisory Council, in honor of his father, the late
Andrew A. HeThnuth of Springfield, Ohio. The stipend is
$750.
-

Established
GeorgeG.hes Law 5chprsI4
G. Hughes
George
late
of
the
in October of 1955 in honor
Bend.
South
friends
in
of New York City by two of his
The stipend is $1750.

M

-

Established in
T)ejdvisoryCouncil Scholars!4p
November of 1955 by a member of the Advisory Council.
stipend is $750 a year for three years.
--

The

AU except the Charles F. Williams Law Scholarships and the John M. Touhy
Law Scholarship are on a year-.to-year basis, that is, the donors are
under no obligation beyond the current yoar.
A recent benefaction, for which we are most grateful, established
The MeCuno Foundation Scholarship. Tho donor is Mr. C. N. MeCune, a
member of tho Advisory Council, and the stipond is $500 a year for three
years.
Altogether 1I students received scholarship assistance in 1955-56,
of the value of approximately 9375 . About 20 of our students wiil receive
scholarship assistance in 1956-.57.
Notre Dame is a high—cost law school, more expensive than ail but
a handful of our competitors, namely, Columbia, Cornoil, Harvard, New
York University, Pennsylvania and Yale. This, more than anything else,
deters promising students frau corning to Notre Dame • For example : As of
August 15, 42 prospective students, who had submitted applications for
admission in September, withdrew thorn after aooeptance. Of these, 22
or 52.4% explained that they wore under the necessity of withdrawing
because of financial ccnsiderations.
Nor is that the whole story. As of August 15 , we had received 355
inquiries from prospective students. To each of these I wrote a personal
letter, enclosing our Bulletin and an application blank. Of the 355,
less than half, IB.l to be exact, applied for admission. On the basis
of the available evidence, I have little doubt that most of the remaining
51.9% concluded they could not afford to study law at Natro Dame

4

ie thing I notice increasingly is that more and more oxtellont
prospects, having been helped through college by their parents, are roe
luctant to accept further aid from them. The foilowLng extracts from
letters received in the recent past, all from first-z’ato students, are
typical of this attitude.
r
1
‘
father has been very generous in the past, but
I know that any help he could give me now would be a ser
ious burden to him . . . . I do not intend to ask my father
to help me through law school; rathor, I will undertake the
task on z oai resources •“
.

•

.

O

•

•

‘My father has till this time accepted the burden of the
expense (of my education), and has offered to do likewise
for my law school eqenses. However, this has been, and
will be, only at groat sacrifice to himself and I cannot
3ustffy continuing at Notre Dame under these conditions.
•

a

•

•

—9-.
r father is :in public relations, but has been forced
2

by heart trouble to go into partial retirement, and my
mother is at present working full time, I have three
younger sisters, the oldest of whom will be entering
college this fail. For these reasons I am very interosted in continuing my education at no further expense
to my parents.

Since they are reluctant to accept further aid from thoir parents,
these men are under extreme pressure to enroll in the law school of their
state university, or in some other law school close to home, whore the
cost is very much loss than at Notre Dame.
There are only two ways to meet this situation. One is to make the
Notro Dame Law School so good that the kind of student we want will not
hesitate to make the sacrifice necessary to come here. The other is to
have sufficient financial aid available fordeserving studonts to cope
with the realities of our competitive situation.
Financial assistance to students need not all be in the form of
scholarship grants. Indeed, it should not be, We have groat need for
a revolving loan fund from which students could borrow their requirements,
within reasonable limits, on easy terms as regards interest and repayment.
This need is really urgent, and I hope a way can be found to establish
such a fund in the near future.
Mortality
The number of students dismissed for scholastic deficiency in each
of the last three academic years is shown in the foilowLng table:

l953-5I.
1954—55
1955—56

t year

1 year
2
ç

3d year
10.5%
5.0
1.7

19 .2

Is

15.9

J.if49

17.7

6.5

Last year
1 s mortality in the second and third years was more in line with
normal expectations.
The total first-year attrition, including voluntary as well as involuntary withdrawals, for the last three academic years is shown in the
following table.

:95j3:14
47.1%

l954-55

195556

34.9

30.6%

10

-

Student Morale
The spirit of the student body has continued to improve. As a matter
of fact, I doubt that it was ever bettor than it is now. The studen
ts are
beginning to get the pitch of the new program; and, as they progre
ss in
it, experience a sense of achievement which, in turn, gives them
a feel:i.ng of pride in themselves and in the Schocl.
The forgotten people of The Law School have surely boon the wives
of the married students. Each year I have suggested to the
officers of
the Student Law Association that something ought to be done about
it
Last year something was done about it: the Law Wives Club
was organized.
At the invitation of Mrs. OMeara, the members held their first
meeting in
our home and c]..imaxed the year with a garden party at our
place to which
they brought their husbands • In between, they held month
ly get—t ogethers
which, I feel sure, helped to break the monotony of what must
be, for most
of them, a pretty hemmed-in and hindrwn existence.
Placement
There has been a definite upturn in job opportunities for our
graduates. To sane extent, no doubt, this is a consequence
of the shortage of available young lawyers duo, at least in part, to
the demands of
the annod services. But, unless I am mistaken, more than
this is reflected
in the cordiality of the reception oxbended to our gradua
tes and the increasing demand for their services. I think it fairly can
be said that
desirable professional opportunities are available to
every man who makes
a good record in the Notre Dame Law School.
THE PROGRAM OF INSTRUCTION
Our curriculum and teaching methods are kept under consta
nt sur
veillance , 0 the end that no opportunity for improv
ement will be over—
looked, There wore no significant innovations in
1955—56, but there are
two points which merit attention.
Problem Method
We make rigorous use of the case method in the first
year. In the
second and third years we emphasize the problem method
. This method
concontratos on working out legal problems (two kinds
of problems , re
search problems and class problems) instead of empha
sizing analysis of
judicial opinions, as the case method does. The years
since our new
program was put into effect in September 1953 have
been transitional
years; and not until 1955-56 was the problem method
in full operation,
and then only in the second year. It will be
in full operation in the
third year for the first time in 1956—57.

Beginning in September, members of the faculty teaching third-yeatr
courses as well as those teaching second—year courses will be
expected to concentrate in class on problems carefully prepared and
mimeographed in advance • These problems will be of such nature that a
student will be unable to cope with them unless he hs read and mastered
his case-book assignment. But the class period will be devoted to the
discussion of the problems rather than the assigned material in the case
book.
In addition, each member of the third-year or graduating class will
be required to make a thorough study of a live legal problem selected by
him in consultation with his instructors, and to write an acceptable re
port. To be acceptable, the study and the written report will have to
meet exacting standards • No one who falls short will receive a degree.

ci:nation Prorwns
I am much impressed by a suggestion recently made by Father Hesburgh
namely, that, as soon as practicable, the combination programs be re
stricted to honor students , that is , those having a cumulative average
of 88 or better.
Meanwhile, I shall continue to seek a solution for the persistent
problems created by these programs, some of which I have discussed in
earlier reports.

2w:’

Approach to Legal Education

Because of its importance, I should like to reiterate what I have
said in this regard.
flI have abandoned the traditional approach, still followed in greater or less degree in most of the nation
s law
t
schools, which leaves pretty nearly everything to the dis
cretion of the individual teacher. Given things as they are
in today’ s world, my thesis is that best resilts will be
obtained by a cpncerted attack upon the educational problem
by the faculty prking
team. This does not mean that
every teacher will be required to adhere to a rigid pattern
of instruction. But it does mean uniformity of approach and
close collaboration among members of the faculty to insure
that each course will play its assiied role in a co-ordinated
pedagogical campaign.
I?This approach is a virtual impossibility in most law
schools particularly large schools like Harvard and Michigan.
9
The latter offer advantages which, if we are honest, we must
admit we will not be able to match in the foreseeable future.
It is just as true, on the other hand, that we can do what

I

they cannot, and that is to pro’rido an inteçated prograxi
caloulatod to encourage the professional ideals and develop
the professional competence we have set as our goal5. It
is my purpose, therefore, not to imitate others but to con—
contrate on exploiting the advantages our own particular
situation puts within our reach: a balanced program which
takes account of the significance of historical and philo—
sophical learning; email classes and the intensive training
they make possible in working with legal materials; close
liaison between faculty and students; close and cordal
coilaboration among the members of the faculty
0 In due
time these will enable us to affirm with full confidence
that there is no better Law school than the one at NotrD Dame •“
TIlE FLCULTY
1yr purpose has been and is to aunent the fuil-tirae faculty b:
roonmending the appointment of outstanding young men as they become
available It is a pleasure, therefore, to report that
0
Robert
E• Rodes, Jr. , a yaung man of great brifliance, will join us in September.
After being graduated magna cum laude from the Harvard Law School, he
spent two years on the legal staff of the Li&rty Mutual Insurance Cornpany in Boston. For the last two years he has taught at Rutgers University
School of Law. This summer, as last, he is serving as law secretary to
the Appellate Division oI’ the Superior Court of New Jersey. I have the
highest hopes for him. Mr Paul F. Heflmuth and Mr H. Clay Johnson,
members of the Advisory Council; were helpful in the negotiations which
led to Mr. Rodes decision to come to Notre Dame.
One of the high points of last year was the acceptance by Mr.
Clarence B Randall, former chairman of Inland Steel Company, of an
invitation to deliver a series of lectures in The Law School under the
Univer5ity3 distinguished professors program. Subsequently, Mr. Randall
was appointed Special Assistant to the President of the United States, in
which capacity he will be Chairman of the Council on Foreign Economic
Policy, a member of the t
Presidcnt Council of Economic Advisers, Admin
s
istrative Assistant for Economic Affairs and Special Assistant for National
Security Affairs. This makes it impossible for him to deliver the lectures,
as planned, in the second semester of 1956—57. 1 do not attempt to conceal
my disappointment; but I agree that his public responsibilities must come
first. Ho made that clear when he accepted our invitation. I confess,
however, I am impatient for the time when he iU be free to participate
actively in our program.
Honorable Luther M. Swygert, United States District Judge for the
Northern District of Indiana, who has been in charge of our Practice
Court, has been ill and this has forced hIm to ask for a year
s leave of
9
absence. We will miss Judge Swygert, who has done an outstanding job
for us.

-
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Professor Chroust
s book, entitled Spcra1s:
t
Mh, has been
a.coepted for publication byRowLLedge&Kegan Paul, Ltd., of London.
His articlo on ‘Natural law and Local Positivism”, published in
13 Ohio Stzito Law Journal l7B—l6 (1952) has been selected from among
several hundred papers on jurisprudence for publication in a coilection
of the most significant American writings on jurisprudence since 1945.
This collection is sponsored by the State Department and will be distri—
butod throughout the world as a moni.nont to Jinericas contributions to
contemporary science and culture.
Professor Chroust has been appointed to the Committee on June—
prudence of the Association of hraerican Law Schools for the year 1956—57.
Before cting to Notre Dame, Professors Wavier and Ward had corn—
pleted the course work for the S.J.D. dgree, Professor Wagner at
Northwestern and Professor Ward at Yale. Each is now completing his
doctoral thesis, and I expect to be able to record in rn rioxb report
that the S.J.D. has been awarded to both of them.
A list of publications by members of the faculty for the academic
year 1955—56 is appended.

MOOT COURT CO’ETITION
The final argument in the 1954-55 Moot Court Ccmpotition iias hold
on October 25. The Court which sat on that occasion was co5ed of:

Mr • Justice Tom C • Clark of the Supreme Court of the
United States
Judge Potter Stewart of the United States Court of
Appeals for the Sixth Circuit
Judge W. Lynn Parkinson of the United States District
Court for Northern Indiana
Mossrs, Ronald P • Moaley and Edward P • Brodenick, Jr . , both of New
Jersey, were adjudged the winners. They reprósented us in the Regional
Moot Court Competition in Chicago in November. After defeating teams
fran the Chicago—Kent College of Law and Northwestern University School
of Law, they were defeated by the team representing the University of
Chicago Law School.
The Appeilato Court of Indiana heard the arguments in the semi-final
round of the 1955-56 competition on April 20, sitting in two divisions
of three judges each. The four students who survived the semi—finals will
participate in the final argument to be hold next October. The Court at
that time will be composed of:

14
Mr. Justice John M. Harlan of the Supreme Court of the
United States
Judge Charles E. Whittaker of the United States Court of
Appeals for the Eighth Circuit
Judge Charles J. MoNamee of the United States District
Court for the Northern District of Ohio
BAR EXANATION RESULTS
The box score of our June 1955 graduates is as follows. There were
14.0 of those have taken the bar examination
in the state whore they intend to practice. Of the 40, 3 passed and have
been admitted to the bar
0 Of these 3B, Sevofl passed on the second try,
having failed the first time.

49 graduates in June 1955

In addition to the 38 who passed the examination in the state of
intended practice, six were admitted on motion, a privilege exbended by
some states to men in the armed services. Thus, of 49 who were graduated
in June 1955, 1,4 are now members of the bar in the state where they intend to practice.
Of the remaining five, two failed the bar examination in the state
of intended practice on the first attempt and have not retaken it
0 The
other three, by reason of illness or other cause, have not yet taken the
examination.
Of the 40 who took the bar examination in the state of intended
practice, six took it also in a jurisdiction other than that of intended
practice. Of the six, four failed; only two passed. There is, of
course, not the seine incentive to pass in a jurisdiction where one has
no intention of practicing.
As I said last year, I do not think law schools can fairly be judged
by the success or failure of their students on the bar exemination. On
the average, nevertheless, graduates of a good school should make a good
showing. The record of our June 1955 graduates roprosonts further improvement, but cannot be considered satisfactory.

SPECIM EVENTS
Demonstration Trial
On October , 1955 a demonstration trial was staged in Washington
Hall before Judge F. Kenneth Dempsey, of the Superior Court of St.
Joseph County, and a jury of first-year law students. The plaintiff
was represented by Mr . Roland Obonchain , Jr . , and the defendant by Mr.
George N. Beamer, both experienced and able trial la’wyors in South Bend.

15
We borrowed for the purpose a series of motion pictures of ar
automobile striking a pedestrian. There were four films, each taken
from a different vantage point. Each of those who testified about the
accident was shown only one of the several films. The lawyers did not
see any of the pictures, and so had to rely on what they could get from
the witnesses when they were interviewed before the trial.
The purpose of the demonstration trial was to galvanize the inter
e5t of the students at the threshold of the schoolyear, and to enable
them to bring to their studies the greater insight afforded by seeing for
themselves at first-hand how the judicial process works.
Judge Dempsey and Messrs. Obonchain and Beamer made a real contri
bi.thion
0
Anniversary of Chief Justice Marshafl
Our students were invited to a special meeting of the St. Joseph
County Bar Association on February
in honor of the 200th anniversary
of the birth of Chief Justice Marshall. Mr. Thomas M. Scanlon, president
of the Indiana State Bar Association, was the principal speaker. As a
result of this very successful meeting, I have discussed with the officers
of the St. Joseph County Bar Association the possibility of a joint meet—
i.rig of practitioners and students each year. Their response has been
favorable.
Politics Institute
what we called a Politics Institute was held on February 21. There
were four speakers, ail young men actively engaged in politics. The
Republicans were represented by
Honorable C. Wiiliaui ONeiU, 40, Lttorney General of
Ohio and Republican candidate for governor in November
Mr. Ronald Webster, Jr., 37, a practicing 1ai’yer in
Phoenix and Chairman of the Maricopa County Republican
Central Committee
The Democrats were represented by
Honorable Philip A. Hart , l4, Lieutenant Governor of
Michigan
Mr. Richard J. Nelson, 39, Assistant Manager of Indu5trial
Relations for Inland Steel Company and former president
of the Young Democratic Clubs of imerica

-
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Each member of the panel read a short paper on the role and opportunity
of the young man , particularly the young lawyer, in politics . Opportunity
was then afforded the students to ask questions
an opportunity of which
they took full advantage . In fact , the question-and-answer session was
the real feature of the program, as it was intended to be.
——

AU of the speakers underlined the opportunity for public service
afforded by politics to members of the legal profession. This, really,
was the main purpose of the Institute, for certainly there is urgent need
for responsible leaders in these troubled tinic$.
Iaw Honor BanQuet
Mr. Robert F. Kennedy, Chief Counsel and Staff Director of the
Senate Permanent Subcommittee on Investigations and a member of our Ad.
visory Council, was the featured speaker at the Law Honor Banquet on
April 12 • The Law Honor Banquet , hold each year under the auspices of
the Student Law Association, serves the dual purpose of saying bon voyage
‘to the members of the graduating class and recognizing the achievements
of the Schoolts student leaders.

Mr. Kennedy spoke on ‘Colonialism within the Soviet Union’s and made
a deep impression. He pointed out that Russia, which often levels the
charge of colonialism against the United States and her allies, herself
imposes a colonialism ‘of a peculiarly harsh and intractable kind” on the
l,OOO,OOO people of the Soviet Central Asian Republics, whose freedom the
Cctnmunists have been permitted to wipe out ‘with hardly any objection
from us.
11
NATURAL LAW INSTflUIE
The Natural Law Institute, a function of the Notre Dame Law School,
was organized in 1947. Five annual convocations were held under its
auspices, the last one in December 1951. Thereafter, a search was under
taken for a way in which the institute could function effectively on a
yoar-.round rather than a once—a—year basis • After exploring many
possibilities, it was decided to publish a journal of natural law studies,
to be known as the Natural Law Fori.
The first issue of the Forum came out early in July.
well received.

It has been

The Forum is published, under the auspices of the Notre Dame Law
School, by the foilowing editorial board:
Editor-in-Chief
Professor Antonio Do Luna, The University of Notre Dame
and the University of Madrid

17

—

Associate Editors
Professor Vernon J. Bourke, St. Louis University
Professor A. H. Chroust, Notre Dame Law School
Mr. George W. Constable, Baltimore, Md.
Professor Wifliam J. Curran, Boston College Law School
Professor . P • d trves , Oxford University, England
Professor Lon L. Fuller, Harvard Law School
Professor Myres S. McDougal, Yale Law School
Professor F.S.C. Northrop, Yale Law School
Professor H. A. Rommen, Georgetown University
Professor Leo Strauss, The University of Chicago
Professor John Wild, Harvard University
Contributors to the first issue include the following members of
the editorial board, namely, Professors d
Entreves, McDougal, Bourke and
t
Chroust and Mr. Constable, and, in addition, the following:
Gottfried Dietze, Assistant Professor of Political Science
in the Johns Hopkins University
Rena
Professor of Law in Ecole Libre du Droit,
Facultes Catholiques, Lifle, France
Freiherr von der Heydte, Professor of Law in the University
of Wuerzburg
Guido Fass, Professor of Law in the University of Parma
Antonio Truyol, Professor of Law in the University of Murcia, Spain
and University of Lisbon, Portugal
Joseph P. Witherspoon, Jr., Professor of Law in the University of
Texas School of Law
In addition to the editor and associate editors named above, the
Forum has a distinguished group of advisory editors, as follows:
Professor Felice Battaglia, University of Bologna, Italy
Professor Edgar Bodenheitner, University of Utah College of Law
Professor Brendan F. Brown, School of Law, Lcyola University
of the South
Mr. Huntington Cairns, National Galleries, Washington, D.C.
Professor Edward S. Corwin, Princeton University
Reverend Thomas E. Davitt , S • J . , Marquette University Law School
Honorable Charles S. Desinond, New York Court of Appeals
Honorable Charles Fahy, United States Court of Appeals for the
District of Columbia Circuit
Professor Guido Fassb, University of Panna, Italy
Honorable Jerome N. Frank, United States Court of Appeals for
the Second Circuit

1
Professor Eustaquio Galan, University of Vailadolid, Spain
Professor Eduardo Garcia Maynez, National University of Mexico
Professor George W. Goble
9 University of Iflinois College of Law
Profes5or Jerome Hall, Indiana University School of Law
Professor Freiherr von der Heydte, University of Wuerzburg, Germany
Mr. Robert M. Hutchins, Pasadena, California
Professor Friedrich Kessler, Yale University Law School
Honorable Roger J. Kiley, Appellate Court of Illinois
Professor Jacques Leclercq, University of Louvain Belgium
Professor Luis Legaz, University of Santiago de Compostela Spain
Professor Luis Cabral de Mancada, University of Coimbra, Portugal
Professor Radhabinod Pal, University of Calcutta, India
Professor Ervin H. Pollack, Ohio State University College of Law
Dean Miriam Theresa Rooney, Seton Hail University School of Law
Professor Rena Th6ry, Ecole Libre du Droit, Facu.1ts Catholiques,
Lifle, France
Professor Antonio Truyol, T.kLversities of Lisbon, Portugal, and
Murcia, Spain
Professor Joseph P. Witherspoon, University of Texas School of Law
Professor Erik Wolf, University of Freiburg i.Br., Germany
It is hoped that, eventually, the advisory editors will include
every recognized scholar anywhere in the world who is actively interest
ed in natural law, regardless of race and religion.
LAW BUILDING
I reported last year that Mr. Frank Montana, Head of the University’s
Department of Architecture, had been authorized to make a study of the Law
Building, which was poorly planned and is inadequate for our needs. After
considering a number of possibilities, he has suggested that. the Law Build
ing be extended to the east. The building has two wings, both on the east
side, one at the nortii and the other at the south end; and, speaking
generally, the proposed extension would be accomplished by running a wail
south from approximately the eastern end of the northern wing. In Mr.
Montanat opinion, this is the least expensive and most feasible way to
get the additional space which is required for the storage of books and for
faculty offices.
Former Deans
Portraits of all former deans of the Notre Dame Law School are now
hanging in the Practice Court • The portrait of Dean Hoynes has been there
for some time. I secured pictures of the others, namely, Dean Francis J.
Vurpillat, Dean Thomas Konop and Dean Clarence E. Manion; and the Notre
Dame Law Association had them framed. They were hung late this spring.

—
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ADVISORY COUNCIL
I reported last year that an outstanding event of 1954-55 was the
0 Meetings of the Council were held
organization of our Advisory Council
in November 1955 and May 1956. They were successful meetings. The members
of the Council have demonstrated deep interest in the Notre Dame Law School,
and I look forward to a long and increasingly fruitful association with them.

After the May meeting of the Council, Mr. Paul F. Helimuth, Chairman
pro tern
1 appointed two cozmittees, namely, a Building Committee and a
Library Committee. According to Mr. Helimuth, the purpose of the Building
Meara and the Administration of the
t
Committee is “to work with Dean O
University to develop the best possible plans for expansion of the present
0 Oscar
Law School building.’ Members of the Building Committee are Messrs
John Dorwin, Bernard J. Voil and Aaron Huguenard, the last named being
chairman.
Justice Walter V. Schaefer accepted the chairmanship of the Library
to work with the
1 whose purpose, as stated by Mr Helirnuth, is 1
Committee
library
operating
an
balanced
as
well
dean and the faculty in developing
at The Law School as possIble.

CONCLUSION
We made some progress in 1955-56. For what was accomplished thanks
to the Administration and particularly Father
are due to many people
Hesburgh and Father Moore, to the faculty, to the officers of the
Student Law Association, to Father Walsh, Rector of Fisher Hails to the
officers and directors of the Notre Dame Law Association and to the members
of the Advisory Council. For all the help and the many kindnesses I have
received I am sincerely grateful.
——

Respectfully submitted,
JOSEPH O’MEARA
Dean

FACULTY PUBLICATIONS 1955—56

Edward F • Ba.rrctt
Lrtic1cs

The Practice Court at Notre Dame, 31 Notre Dame Lawyer 2-45 (1955)
HThe ?Catholic? Law School and the Natural Law,i? LVI Homiletic
Review 904-917 (1956)

tçra1

Book Reviews
C. M. Schmitthoff, The Eng4Sh çif1i of Laws, 3rd ed. (London: Stevens
and Sons, Ltd . , 19 53 30 No’e am Lwyer 703-707 (1955)

Justic, (London : Stevens nd Sons,
Lord Justice Alford Denning, The Road
D Lawyer
Ltd 1955) to be published in the August l956issue of the
,
0

John J. Broderick
Book
Fourth Annual Proceedings of the Union-Management Conferçice on Currç
Collective Bargainin (University of Notre Dame, l93). Co-editor•

Anton-Hermann Chroust

Book
Socratic ApologLes of Xenopho, accepted for
Socrates: Man and yth,
publication by Routledge & Kegan Paul Ltd. of London, England
Articles
Xenophon, Polycrates , and t
The Indictment of Socrates , t
Mediaevalia 1-77 (1955)

16 Classica

“Loyalty and Treason in Ancient Greece,” U Quarterly Bulletin, History
Teacherts Club no. 3 9-12 (1956)
“The Eiiergence of Professional Standards and the Rise of the Legal Profession:
The Graeco—Ranan Period, to be published in the Fall 1956 issue of the qqn
University
Review
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Anton4lerman Chroust (Continued)

t?The Legal Profession during the Middle Ages : The Thiergence of the English
Lawyer Prior to l4OO, Part I to be published in the August 1956 issue of
the jge Dame Lavez; Part II in the December 1956 issue of the Notre
and Pi:b III in the March 1957 issue of the Notre Dame Lawyer
“The Beginning, Flourishing and Decline of the Inns of Court: The Consolidation
of the English Legal Profession after l4OO, to be published in the December
1956 issue of the Vanderbilt Law Review
“A Proposal for a New Definition of Law, to be published in the December 1956
issue of the Tulane Law Review
The Ranks of the English Legal Profession,” to be published by the Notre ie
L.a,1y: late in 1957
Book Reviews
Roscoe Pound, An pcIuctioj
Haven: Yale Univ. Press, 1951i.), 31

Ph.cph
, Revised Edition (New
aiaq Laye il7-125 (1955)

Felix Flueckiger, Chic1ite
pc: tc’t4 j
Fruebmittelalter (Evangeliecher Verlag, Zoflikom-Zuerich, 1954) 1 Natira)

orwii l35—l4I956)

Conrad L. Kellenberg
Book Review
Curtis Bok, Problems in Criminal Law (Lincoln: Univ. of Nebraska Press, 1955)
to be published in the August l95Issue of the Notre Dazne Lawy

Joseph t
O
M
eara
Article
Freedom of Inquiry versus Authority: Some Legal Aspects,’ 31 Noj

3—13 (1955)

Roger F. Peters
Article
fVHow Income Taxation of Trusts and Estates Under 1954 Code Differs
From Previous
Rules,? 3 Jj]
c&4c 130-341 (1955)
2L
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Roger P. Peters (continued)
Book Review
sity
Bernard Schwartz, American Constitutional Law (New York: Cambridge Univer
Press 1955) 31 Notre Dame Lawyer 327—329 Ti956)

w.

0 Wagner
J

Book
Chapter on Conversion in The Judicial Process in Tort Cases by Leon Green
0 T3T
(St.Paiil: West Publishing Co
Book Reviews
Diplomatic Stud on the
Fereydoun Ademiyat, Bahrein Is1ç4
BritishIranianControvery TTw York: F. A. Pragear, 1955 50 American Jou1
LL International Law 14.5&-457 (1956)
Leon Petrazycki, Law And Morality (Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 1955)
accepted for publication by The Reviw
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